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Abstract
Marine fisheries resources in the North-East Atlantic region, which are significant to European Union’s economy, food safety, and poverty reduction, are in severe decline. Overfishing, Illegal, Unregulated and Unreported (IUU) fishing, destructive fishing, and other adverse fisheries-management problems have been recognized as the most obvious reasons. However, in recent years a number of researches show that the collapse of marine fisheries resources results from not only excessive fishing, but also changed environmental conditions. Nevertheless, the influence of climate change on fisheries resources was little understood, and sometimes even overlooked as an important contributor to fishery collapse. This legal study focuses on the role of the EU on protection of marine fisheries resources according to the changing climate, which could give some constructive suggestions to the current legal research.

The study starts from the importance of marine fisheries resources in the North-East Atlantic, as well as the influence arising from climate change. Based on the precautionary principle, this article elaborates climate change adaptation policies and legislations about marine fisheries resources at international, regional and the EU level. This study discusses whether the current EU biodiversity conservation and fisheries policies and legislations are sufficient adapted to the challenges of climate change, what the EU has done to conserve fisheries resources in the North-East Atlantic areas according to the global warm, as well as what the EU should do in the future.
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